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Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2017 

 

Members Present:  Jesse Wright, Maggie Clarke, Jennifer Thompson, (Town Administrator), Mark 

Bertonassi (Building Inspector); Thomas Kenyon; Luke P Travis 

 

Guests present:  Kevin Witzell, Gregory Joynt– Kaestle Boos Architects 

   James Alfred (Chief of Police) and Andrea Soucy 

   Rick Hamilton (Board of Assessors) 

    

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7:05PM 

 

Kevin discussed the process of pre-qualifying bidders for the project.  Additional meetings were held 

with Town Departments to discuss selections of finish materials for the buildings. 

 

Jennifer discussed a meeting held with the Library Trustees regarding the loss of the library’s parking on 

the side of the library building and relocation to the back of the library.  The landscape architect met with 

the Library Trustees and Jennifer and the Town Planner to alter the entry to the town hall and library so 

to give the library a dedicated driveway and nine (9) additional parking spaces in a diagonal direction to 

the curb.   Representatives of the library expressed their desire to have seven (7) parking spots and two 

(2) handicap parking spots closer to the library entrance and maintain a total number of spots which is 

closer in number to what currently exists at the library.   This revision requires the movement of the town 

hall building slightly to the south and the loss of trees on the center island along the entrance.  Several of 

the Committee members expressed concern as to the relocation of the entrance for the relocation of only 

nine (9) parking spots. 

 

Jesse discussed the possibility of creating parking in front of the library as an alternative with access 

along the northerly side of the driveway.  Greg said he would need to make a determination on Jesse’s 

inquiry.  It was discussed that the current bid deadline and this late parking revision may require a 

postponement of the bid and a possible postponement of a town meeting vote to September.   

 

Jesse discussed the public questions that had been asked through the website.  He asked that Jen forward 

all questions to the Committee prior to our meetings.  Jen indicated that she could respond to questions 

which would not require any Committee input.  Many of the questions concerned the relocation of the cat 

shelter in the Old Wood School.  Jen indicated that she is working with Paws of Plainvilel for a new 

location. 

 

Rick Hamilton asked for a comparison of this project cost to other similar projects in neighboring towns.  

Greg stated that this project compares equitably to projects in Mansfield and other neighboring towns. 
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Rick also asked for a further discussion on the finances for funding the project and how it is being 

examined by the Committee and the Finance Committee.  Jesse explained the process of developing a 

finance plan by this Committee and the Finance Committee.  Rick also asked whether the vote on this 

project will require its own Special Town Meeting.  Jen replied that there is consideration by the Board 

of Selectmen to present this project in its own Special Town Meeting either held separately or in 

conjunction with the regular town meeting. 

 

Jesse made a motion to approve minutes for February 27, 2017 and March 1, 2017. 

This Motion was seconded and with 7:0:0 vote passed.   

 

Jesse summarized that the Committee would agree in concept to the plan as presented tonight as it relates 

to the relocation of the town hall building to allow for the re-design of the entry driveways and additional 

parking for the library.  Further revisions will be made to the configuration of parking adjacent to the 

library.  A final plan will be presented to the Committee to review and approve. 

 

Next meeting date set for 7:00 pm on Wednesday, March 15, 2017. 

Motion to Adjourn was made. 

This Motion was seconded and with 7:0:0 vote passed 

 

Submitted by: 

Luke P Travis 


